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Abstract 
 
The scientific research work into the historical development of small cities of the former Duchy 
of Luxembourg will examine the socio-economic role of the cities located in the sovereignty of 
the Duchy of Luxembourg, Arrancy, Arlon, Bastogne, Bitburg, Damvillers, Diekirch, Durbuy, 
Chiny, Echternach, Grevenmacher, Houffalize, Ivoix, La Roche, Larochette, Marche, Marville, 
Remich, St. Vith, Thionville, Vianden and Virton, following the methods of comparative urban 
history studies.The research is intended to show not only the processes of urban development 
in each individual city until 1600, but also to examine their central functions on a political, legal, 
administrative, economic, social, religious and cultural level. The source-based study of the 
centrality criteria and urban characteristics under different aspects shall show the relations 
between the city and its environs and determine the importance of these small towns for their 
urban surroundings and the entire territory. This includes among other things the study of the 
relevance of sovereign initiatives or legal and political factors, such as freedom rights or civil 
liberties, for the urban development of the small cities. The research of political and 
administrative organisation, parochial systems or the influence of ecclesiastic institutions, the 
social standing of a city population, or – on the economical level – an analyse of the city crafts 
and trading activities in and outside the city limits, and the determination of the influence and 
extent of the local city market are other important aspects. A direct comparison of the individual 
cities as well as a study of other small cities outside the former Luxembourg territory, such as 
the Archbishopric of Trier, the Duchy of Brabant, or the Lorraine Region should emphasize the 
social and economical role of the small towns in the surrounding regions and the Duchy as a 
whole. 
 


